Focus Study: Crime

Revision Activities

1 Key Legal Concepts and Features of the Legal System

1. What is a crime?

2. Outline the following types of crime and provide an example for each.
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3. Outline how Statute law, Common law and the Constitutional separation of powers contribute
to Criminal law.

4. Complete the following table to summarise the court structure.

Court Definition / Types of Criminal Cases | The role of this court
Description heard (jurisdiction)

Local Court

Children’s Court

Drug Court

District Court

Supreme Court

State Court of
Criminal Appeal
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High Court

5. Outline the following factors that affect the definition of crime and provide an example for
each.

ST Lo - | S PURPPPRR
= 1 1] ] L= PP
Lo 0] o 2 1 1P
= 1 1] ] L= U
7= 1= oSS
= 1 1] 0] L= SRR
POlIICAl e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
=1 1] 0] L= PP
Y= N T gL (= =1 SRS PR

= 1101 o] [P

6. Describe what is meant by the following elements of crime.
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7. Distinguish between summary and indictable crimes.

8. Outline what is meant by the following parties to a crime and provide an example for each.
PriNCIPal IN FIFST BT .ot bbb e e et e e e e eeeeeeeaaaeaaaa
E X AP, et e e e e e e et rraaaaaa s
Principal in SECONT EGIEE ......uiiiiiiiiieteee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e
E XA e e e e reeaaaaa
ACCESSOTY DEFOIE the TACT ...oeiiii i e e e e e
E XA e e e
ACCESSOTY AftEr TN FACT ....eiiiiiiiiie e

E XA et e e e e e e e et raaaaaaa s

9. Distinguish between complete and incomplete defences to a crime.
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10. Describe each of the following defences to a crime, classify them as complete or incomplete
and provide an example for each.
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11. Complete the following table to outline the criminal process and the role of discretion.

Section of Process What Happens at this Stage Discretion Available and the
role of it

Reporting Crime

Investigation, arrest and charge

Bail

Plea, hearing

Appeals

12. Outline the role of each of the following personnel in the criminal process.
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14. Describe the following types of international crime and provide an example for each.

Crimes committed outside the JUFISAICTION .......cuuuiiiiiiiiiii e,
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15. Explain the sources of international law.
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1 Legal Issues and Remedies

1. Explain how social order is created through education, regulation and coercion.

2. Outline the following crime prevention means and provide an example for each.
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3. Explain the following purposes of punishment.
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4. Outline what occurs during the hearing process, describing evidence, the role of prosecutor,
defence and the victim.

5. Complete the table to describe the factors affecting the decision during the sentencing
process.

Factor Effect on the Sentencing Process

Circumstances
of the offence
(objective
features)

Circumstances
of the offender
(subjective
features)

Aggravating
factors

Mitigating
factors

Judicial
Discretion and
the limits of

6. Describe the following penalties for a criminal offence, and provide one advantage and one
disadvantage for each.
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7. Explain why capital and corporal punishment are no longer available in Australia.

9. Describe the post sentencing options, mentioning security classification, protective custody
and parole.
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11. Describe the role of extradition and how it assists to solve domestic and international
crime.

12. Research a current criminal justice issue and assess the efficiency and effectiveness of
various forms of legal measures in achieving justice.

) Morality, Ethics and Commitment to the Law

1. Define morality.
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4. Explain the issue of compliance and non-compliance to the law.

1 Effectiveness of the Law

Complete the following table to describe the factors to be considered when evaluating the
effectiveness of law in achieving justice for individuals and society.

Factor Meaning
Equality

Accessibility

Enforceability

Resource Efficiency

Protection

Recognition of
Individual Rights

13
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Factor Meaning
Resource Efficiency

Opportunities for
Enforcement

Appeals and Review

Balance of Individual
Rights and values and
community rights and
values

1 Law Reform

1. Complete the following table to compare the agencies of law reform.

Agency Role in Law Reform Limitations of Effectiveness

Law Reform
Commissions

Parliament

Courts

2. Complete the table to compare the conditions which give rise to law reform.

Condition Explanation Effect on Law reform Example

Changing Social
Values

Changing
Composition of
Society

14
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New Concepts of
Justice

Failure of Existing
law

International law

New Technology

Key Questions/Issues

» What kinds of behaviour are criminalised? Why?

15
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» What international instruments have been developed with respect to international crime?
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» To what extent is there a proper balance between the rights of the victim and the rights of the
community; and between the rights of the victim and the rights of accused people?

18
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= What are the implications of plea bargaining for the notion of justice for the accused, the
victim, the community and the efficiency of the court process?




