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INTRODUCTION

This stimulus booklet offers various points of view from which
the Areas of Study ‘Change’, for students in the English
(Standard) and English (Advanced) courses, and ‘Perspective’,
for students in the English (ESL) course, may be introduced.
The texts in the booklet provide different examples of the
concept of change. These texts are intended as stimulus for
responding to and composing texts relating to the Areas of

Study.

The texts in this booklet provide students with opportunities to

explore, assess, analyse and experiment with:

>

meaning conveyed, shaped, interpreted and reflected in and
through texts

ways texts are responded to and composed

ways perspectives may affect meaning and interpretation

connections between and among texts

> > >

how texts are influenced by other texts and contexts.

This booklet is a prescribed text. In the HSC examination
students may be asked to refer to at least one text that they

have selected from the stimulus booklet.

a tree, or a wood,
a garden,
or a magic city.

or an eye,
or the picture
of a picture.

Go and open the door.
If there’s a fog
it will clear.

Go and open the door.
Even if there’s only
the darkness ticking,
even if there’s only
the hollow wind,
even if

nothing
is there,
go and open the door.

At least
there’ll be
a draught.

By Miroslav Holub
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Benjamin Duterrau, The Conciliation, 1840



Geoff Parr, The National Picture, 1985



TEXT 3

Their garden doesn’t have any lawn or flowers, only vegetables. That’s
all they eat, | think. Next to the house, Dad is building a bungalow. It
is for my Opa who has come to live with us, He showed me once the
huge, blue, metal trunk where he keeps leather and tools for making
belts, talking quietly with his soft, Dutch voice.

My thoughts return to my original plan, the ultimate conquest of the
washing line. | edge out along one skeletal arm, then, from a sitting
position | swing upside-down. The washing line creaks into movement,
slowly turning and | feel the air flow around my outstretched arms and
playfully tousle my hair. The earth spins below me. | am flying.

It’s an older, more age-warped washing line | reach up to now. My
hands, beginning to accumulate the line-etched story of life in scars

and wrinkles, easily touch the sagging wires. Where | was once the

curious onlooker, | how write my own semaphore secrets in colourful t-

the bathers | am wearing. | can see the shirts and mismatched socks. Impulsively, | close my hand around one
orner next to the incinerator and our of the spotted metallic arms. The inclination is still there, a small
h; its boughs stretch out to me beseechingly. pilot light burning somewhere inside, but it is unlikely the washing line
5 the splintery wooden fence and a triangle of the could support me this time. There are too marny things tying me to
and dusty. Three little boys live there; | have the ground. :

alked to them, even been in their house once.
By Hannah Robert

csus miniatures and they had flat, coloured-
(Aged 18)

> from kits hanging in their windows.
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N
lurt’s {eaming

ap\ain(\iharles Sturt (Charlotte called him ..
“Charlie dear”)

efficient explorer —

projecting a topographical dream

on this mysterious and unknown land;
marshalling his officers and steadfast men,
sheep on the hoof, provisions piled on drays
and, drawn by patient pairs

of plodding bullocks,

a splendid wooden painted boat

all set to launch

on an inland sea, already coolly lapping

rt’s mind.

hod wheels plough deep in hot red sand,
and jar over wicked gibber plains.
origines, immersed in their own dreaming,
atch this ancestral canoe.

toil up the sliding sides of dunes

bobble, insect-like, through spinifex,

on its way to a legendary ocean

charted only

by the false trigonometry of birds.

| \;\ .
Bruce Lundgren .
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| Fracial, in maihematics, a g ecmelric shape thal is complex and detailed in sirocture af any el of magn hcation, Olen fractals are

Seif-sralar—ihaf 18, ey have the propsey that each small portion of he tractal can be viewed as a reduced -scale replica of e whole
One exampla of a fracial is the “snowflake” curve construcied by taking an eguilateral friangle and repaatedly erecling smaller equilaieral
triangbes on the maddl e therd of the prograssvely smaller sides. Theorslically, the result would be a igure of inite area b with a
perimeter of mfmiie length, consising of an infinde number of verhcas. In mathematical flerms, such a curve cannol be diferentiated [see

Calcules), Many such salf-repeating figures can be construcied, and since they first appeared in the 19th century they have been
consid ered as manaly bizarma

A tarning poind im the study of fractals came with the discovery of fradal geometry by the Palish-bom Franch mathemascian Benoit B
Mandelbrol in the 1970s. Mandelbral ad opled a much more absiracl delinibon of dimenson than hal uged in Eudhdean geamelny, slaling
that the denension of alractal must be used as an exponent when measuring its size The resull is that a fraclal canmet be treated as

d mathematically as fough it has soma

ggregales, galaxy chusiers, and othes
mcas has become a rapidly expanding

[aﬂ rra-gularity, wouwld fan d toward infinita
i

ish -born mathematicsan O Mich ael F.
l-wodd imag es (digitized photograghs]. The
e-based compuier applicalions
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far. Forexample, in the ace of the col tinuing destructior

one activist recently chained himself to a Tasmanian oak.

was felled with the great tree when his pro vent unno \‘ 2d as his
ouflaged him agains%e S

regulation jungle-green overalls suc
O-tropical landscape, his screams e the chainsaws. \
b Y o - .
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sult to injury, he was turned into pape pulp and ended up as a
icle on speculative market capitalization on the Dow Jones Slump.
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