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Course Structure 
Themes 

Justice, law and society 

Conflict, values and ethics 

Conflict and cooperation 

Continuity and change 

Legal process and institutions 

Effectiveness of the legal system 
Preliminary course 

(120 indicative hours) 

 

Part I – The Legal System 

(40% of course time) 

Topics: 

1. Basic legal notions  

2. Sources of law: 

2.1 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

customary law 

2.2 Contemporary Australian law 

2.3 International law 

3. The constitutional system in Australia 

4. The operation of the legal system 

 

 

Part II – The Individual and the State 
(20% of course time) 

Topics: 

5. Power and authority 

6. Legal controls on State power 

7. Duties 

8. Rights 

 

 

Part III – The Law in Focus 
(40% of course time) 

Application of Part III as the dynamic context for the 

study of Parts I and II in the following common 

areas: 

• Status under the law 

• Mechanisms for achieving justice 

• Responsiveness of the legal system 

to TWO focus groups chosen from: 

1. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

2. People who have a mental illness or intellectual 

or physical disability 

3. Migrants 

4. People who are socioeconomically 

disadvantaged 

5. Women 

6. Members of other groups covered by human 

rights legislation, including anti-discrimination 

legislation 

 

HSC course 

(120 indicative hours) 

 

Part I – Law and Society 

(25% of course time) 

Topics: 

1. Law and justice 

2. Human rights 

 

 

Parts II and III – Focus Studies Framework 

Study of the operation of the legal system through 

the application of the following common areas: 

• Key legal concepts and features of the legal 

system 

• Legal issues and remedies 

• Morality, ethics and commitment to the law 

• Effectiveness of the law 

• Law reform 

 

 

Part II – Focus Study: Crime 

(25% of course time) 

Application of the focus studies framework to Crime 

 

 

Part III – Additional Focus Studies 

(50% of course time) 

Application of the focus studies framework to 

TWO focus studies chosen from: 

1. Consumers 

2. Family 

3. Global environment 

4. Indigenous peoples 

5. Shelter 

6. Technological change 

7. Workplace 

8. World order 
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Topic 3: The Constitutional System in Australia 
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PART III: THE LAW IN FOCUS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE LAW IN  

FOCUS 

Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 

Islander peoples 

Women 

Members of other groups covered by 
human rights legislation, including 

anti-discrimination legislation 

Status under 
 the law 

 

Mechanisms for  
achieving justice 

 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 

 

Status under 
the law 

 

Mechanisms for 
achieving justice 

 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 

Migrants 

Status under 
the law 

 

Mechanisms for 
achieving justice 

 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 

People who are 
socioeconomically 

disadvantaged 
Status under 

the law 
 

Mechanisms for 
achieving justice 

 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 

 

Status under 
 the law 

 

Mechanisms for  
achieving justice 

 

People who have a mental 
illness of intellectual or 

physical disability 

Status under 
the law 

 

Mechanisms for 
achieving justice 

 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 



15 
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Focus Study 3: Migrants 
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Focus Study 4: People who are socioeconomically disadvantaged 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE WHO ARE 
SOCIOECONOMICALLY 

DISADVANTAGED 

Status under the 
law 

 

The distinction between 
different categories of 

applicants for social 
security 

The nature of 
disadvantaged of people 

in these groups 

Categories of 
applicants for social 

security 

Types of  
payments 

Stereotyping 

Negative 
reinforcement 

Discrimination 

Social isolation 

Access to goods  
and services 

Geographic 
disadvantage 

Health 
 problems 

Accommodation 

Education 

Crime 

Mechanisms for 
achieving justice 

 

Discretionary 
powers exercised by 

government 

Appeal  
mechanisms 

Overview and 
administration of 
the social security 

legislation 

Issues about 
accessing the 

system 

Accommodation Health  
care 

Education 

Access to justice 
within the legal 

system 

Prisoners 

Migrants 

Hardship 
 previsions 

Centrelink How the social 
security system 

operates 

Privacy 
Informal  
review 

Commonwealth 
Ombudsman 

Freedom of 
information 

Judicial 
 review 

External 
 Review 

Internal 
 Review 

Responsiveness of 
the legal system 

 

Types of problems 
legislation  

attempts to 
 address Effectiveness of social 

security legislation 

How community attitudes 
towards people who are 

socioeconomically 
disadvantaged influence law 

makers and law enforcers 

Community 
attitudes versus 

government policy 

Future  
directions 

Pensioners 

Invalids 
The unemployed Single 

parents 



19 
 

Focus Study 5: Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN 

Status under the 
law 

Mechanisms for 
achieving justice 

Mechanisms 
for achieving 

justice 

 

Changing status of 
women 

Roles of women in 
the past 

Women in  
Britain 

Traditional 
roles and 
attitudes 

Women in the 
colony 

Women in the 
colony 

Minority 
groups 

Social security 

Changing 
attitudes 

Economic 
rights 

Jury duty 

Political 
suffrage 

Mechanisms for 
resolving problems 

Affirmative action and 
anti-discrimination 

legislation 

 

Legal and non-legal 
mechanisms 

Health policies 

Equal pay for equal 
work 

Work and 
promotion 

Political and 
economic inequality 

Federal 
government 

response 

Sexual  
harassment 

Affirmative 
 action 

Equal employment 
opportunity 

Education and 
training schemes 

Anti-discrimination 
board 

Anti-Discrimination 
Act 1977 (NSW) 

Sex-Discrimination 
Act 1984 (Cwlth) 

Forms of response 

Government 
inquires 

Role of trade 
unions 

Lobby  
groups 

Welfare 
groups and 
government 

agencies 

The law as it 
reflects the 

changing role of 
women 

Marriage 

Property 

Finance 

The right to 
vote 

Jury 
 service 

Education 

Women’s 
ability to join 
professions 

The  
workplace 

Issues that still 
need to be 
addressed 

Women and 
violence 



20 
 

Focus Study 6: Members of other groups covered by human rights  
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Topic 2: Human rights 
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PART II: FOCUS STUDY – CRIME 
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CRIME: Legal issues and remedies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME: LEGAL 
ISSUES AND 
REMEMDIES 

The sentencing 
process 

Crime 
prevention 

Enforcing the 
law through 
punishment 

Penalties 

Post-
sentencing 
decisions 

Dealing with 
international 

crime 

Extradition 

Researching a 
current 

criminal justice 
issue 

Creating social 
order through 

education, 
regulation and 

coercion 

Education Regulation 

Coercion 

Situational 
crime 

prevention 
Social crime 
prevention 

Purpose of 
punishment 

The hearing 

Factors 
affecting the 
sentencing 

decision 

Young 
offenders 

Types of 
penalty 

Penalties no 
longer 

available 

Penalties that 
infringe 

human rights 
laws 

Parole Protective 
custody 

Remissions 
and licences 

Security 
classification 
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CRIME: Ethics, effectiveness and law reform 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME: ETHICS, 
EFFECTIVENESS 

AND LAW REFORM 

Morality, ethics 
and commitment 

to the law 

The extent to 
which law 

reflects moral 
and ethical 
standards 

Commitment 
to the law 

Effectiveness 
of the law 

Evaluating the 
effectiveness of 
law in achieving 

justice or 
individuals 

Evaluating the 
effectiveness of 
law in achieving 

justice for society 

Law  
reform 

Conditions that 
give rise to the 

need for reform 

Effectiveness of 
law reform 

agencies 

Agencies of  
reform 
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PART III: ADDITIONAL FOCUS STUDIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL 
FOCUS STUDIES 

Consumers 
Family 

Global 
environment 

Shelter 
Workplace 

World order 

Key legal concepts 
and features of 
the legal system 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Key legal concepts 
and features of 
the legal system 

Key legal concepts 
and features of 
the legal system 

Key legal concepts 
and features of 
the legal system 

Key legal concepts 
and features of 
the legal system 

Key legal concepts 
and features of 
the legal system 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Legal issues and 
remedies Legal issues and 

remedies 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 
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Focus Study 1: Consumers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS STUDY: 
CONSUMERS 

Key legal 
concepts and 

features of the 
legal system 

The nature of 
change from rural 
to urban mass- 
consumption/ 
production society 
 

Contracts and terms 
implied by common law 
and statutes: 

 The laissex-faire 
philosophy 
 

 

Regulation of marketing and 
advertising: 

 Relevant legislation 

 Legal definition of ‘consumer’ 

 Reasons for the development of 
regulation 

 General standards 

 Specific requirements 

 Deceptive marketing practices 
 

 

Occupational licensing 

 Regulation of occupational 
licensing 

 Licensing of specific 
occupations 

 Review of licensing 
decisions 
 

 

Financing a purchase 

 Rights and remedies of 
borrowers and credit 
providers 

 The notion of security 

 Regulation of credit 
providers 

 Uniform Consumer 
Credit Code 

 Credit Act 1984 (NSW) 
 

 

Ethics, 
effectiveness 

and law reform 
Law reform 

 Agencies of reform 

 Conditions that give 
rise to the need for 
reform 
 

 

Morality, ethics and 
commitment to the law: 

 Extent to which law 
reflects moral and 
ethical standards 

 Commitment to the 
law 

 

Effectiveness of the 
law: 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for individuals 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for society 

 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Consumers’ 
rights 

 

Consumer 
redress 

 

The nature of contracts: 

 The elements of a 
legally binding contract 

 Written and oral 
contracts 

 Terms and conditions of 
contracts 

 Parties to contracts 

 Privity of contract 

Statutory controls: 

 Rights against suppliers 

 Rights against 
manufacturers 

 Rights against finance 
companies 

 Quality of goods and 
services 

 Compliance with 
description and 
promotional material 

 Legislation governing 
spare parts and repair 
facilities 

The role of common law in 
remedying justice: 

 Standards to be expected of 
contracts 

 Role of common law in remedying 
injustice 

 Legislation designed to remedy 
injustice 

 Problems of language and literacy 

 Discrimination in the supply of 
goods and services 

 Remedies for breach of contract Self-help awareness: 

 Notifying the seller or 
service provider 

 Complaining to 
manufacturers 
 

Sources of advice and 
assistance for dealing 
with complaints: 

 Consumer groups 

 Relevant government 
agencies 

 Investigating agencies 

 The media 

Procedures for redress: 

 Self-help 

 The Fair Trading 
Tribunal 

 Arbitration 

 The courts 

 Medication and 
conciliation 

Consumer remedies 

 Damages 

 Rescission and 
modification 

 Special orders 

 Injunctions and 
specific performance 
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Focus Study 2: Family 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS STUDY: 
FAMILY 

Key legal 
concepts and 

features of the 
legal system 

Legal consequences and 
responsibilities of marriage: 

 Mutual duties of husband 
and wife 

 Maintenance 

 Property right 

 Agency 

 Effect or marriage on wills 

 Family provision legislation 
 

The institution of marriage 

 Marriage licence 

 The legal nature of marriage 
in Australia 

 The evolution of marriage 

 Legal definition of marriage 

 Requirements of a valid 
marriage 

 Requirements for a valid 
marriage ceremony 

 

The different 
functions of a 
family as dealt 
with by law 
 

Dissolution of marriage: 

 History of law in 
relation to dissolution 
of marriage 

 

Legal rights and 
obligations between 
parents and children: 

 Care and control 

 Education 

 Discipline 

 Medical treatment 

 Autonomy of 
children 

 Inheritance by 
children 

 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Law reform 

 Agencies of reform 

 Conditions that give 
rise to the need for 
reform 
 

 

Morality, ethics and 
commitment to the law: 

 The extent to which law 
reflects moral and ethical 
standards 

 Commitment to the law: 
The issue and compliance 
and non-compliance 

Effectiveness of the 
law: 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for individuals 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for society 

 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Alternate family 
arrangements: 

 Family agreements 

 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples’ 
customary law 

 Single parent families 

 Blended families 

 Same sex relationships 

 Domestic relationships 

 Polygamous marriages 

 De facto relationships 
 

Agreements 
 

The Family Court of Australia: 

 Maintenance 

 Property allocation 

 Parental responsibilities and 
parental orders 

 Limits of the court’s 
jurisdiction 

 Counselling 

Dissolution of 
marriage: 

 Grounds for 
dissolution 

 

Children’s Court 
and Legal Aid: 

 The Young 
Offenders Act 
1997 (NSW) 

 

Problems in family relationships: 

 Causes 

 Legal responses to violence 

 Violence between spouses 

 Violence by and against children 

 Children in trouble 

 

Parents and children: 

 United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 

 Birth technology 

 Surrogacy 

 Ex-nuptial children 

 Adoption and guardianship 
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Focus Study 3: Global environment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS STUDY: 
GLOBAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

Key legal 
concepts and 

features of the 
legal system 

The need for global 
environment protection: 

 Environmental impact 
of industrial society and 
culture 

 

Concepts of environment in 
the law: 

 Definition of ‘environment’ 

 The effect of these different 
perspectives 

 

Implementation of 
international 
agreements: 

 Australia’s role 

 Legal framework for 
environmental laws in 
Australia 

 

The meanings of key 
terms: 

 Sustainable 
development 

 Precautionary principle 

 Biological diversity 

 Intergenerational and 
intergenerational 
equity 

 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Law reform 

 Agencies of reform 

 The conditions that 
give rise to the need 
for reform 
 

 

Morality, ethics and 
commitment to the law: 

 The extent to which law 
reflects moral and ethical 
standards 

 Commitment to the law: 
The issue and compliance 
and non-compliance 

Effectiveness of the 
law: 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for individuals 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for society 

 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Coverage and adequacy of issues: 

 Major global environmental 
issues: A review 

 International law developments: 
An overview 

 Stockholm Conference 

 Rio Conference 

 International law 

 United Nations 

 Intergovernment organisations 

 Non-government organisations 

 media 

Role of international tribunals: 

 The International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) 

 An environmental world 
court? 

 An environmental world 
ombudsman? 

Australia’s role in global 
environment protection: 

 Signing international agreements 

 Complying with international 
obligations 

 Legal remedies in Australia 

 Australia’s Federal structure 

 Implementing policies and 
strategies 
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Focus Study 4: Shelter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS STUDY: 
SHELTER 

Key legal 
concepts and 

features of the 
legal system 

The right to shelter: 

 Political statements 

 Housing for poor 
and disadvantaged 

 Methods for 
securing shelter 

 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Law reform 

 Agencies of reform 

 The conditions that 
give rise to the need 
for reform 
 

 

Morality, ethics and 
commitment to the law: 

 The extent to which law 
reflects moral and ethical 
standards 

 Commitment to the law: 
The issue and compliance 
and non-compliance 

Effectiveness of the 
law: 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for individuals 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for society 

 

Concepts of 
real property 

Systems of 
registration: 

 Types of title 
 

Private housing: 

 Standard contract of sale 

 The role of estate agents 

 The role of solicitors 

 Licensed conveyancers 

Rights and 
obligations of 
landlords and 
tenants 
 
Public housing 
and the role of 
authorities 
 

Accommodation 
for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander peoples 
 

Special types of 
shelter: 

 Aged care 
accommodation 

 Caravan parks 

 Boarding houses 

 Group houses 

 Squatting 
 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Private housing: 

 Comparison of separate 
housing and shared space 

 Mortgages 

 Personal loans 

 Credit reporting 

 Insurance 

 Common property 

 The owners’ corporation 

 Types of title 

 Problems 

 Neighbours 

 Dispute resolution 

 Protection of buyers 

 New buyer protections 

Leasing: 

 Security of tenure 

 Default and eviction 

 Remedies for default 

 Role of tribunals 

 Rental Bond Board 

 Rent Control Tribunal 

 Repairs and damage 

 Discrimination 

Public housing: 
advantages and 
disadvantages 

Settling disputes 
between 
neighbours: 

 Dispute resolution 
procedures 

Different types of 
special shelter 



33 
 

Focus Study 5: Workplace 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS STUDY: 
WORKPLACE 

Key legal 
concepts and 

features of the 
legal system 

Employment law: 

 Laissez-faire versus 
state intervention 

 Development of 
the law of 
employment 

 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Law reform 

 Agencies of reform 

 The conditions that 
give rise to the need 
for reform 
 

 

Morality, ethics and 
commitment to the law: 

 The extent to which law 
reflects moral and ethical 
standards 

 Commitment to the law: 
The issue and compliance 
and non-compliance 

Effectiveness of the 
law: 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for individuals 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for society 

 

The contract of employment: 

 Types of employment 
contracts 

 Differences between contract 
of service and contract for 
service 

 Express and implied terms 

 Rights and duties of 
employers and employees 

 

Negotiations between 
employers and 
employees: 

 Workplace bargaining 

 Individual action 

 Collective bargaining 

 Consensual forms of 
dispute resolution 

 

Changes in the 
master/servant 
relationship: 

 The development of 
machinery for settling 
industrial disputes 

 Standing to seek 
industrial law remedies 

 

Statutory framework: 

 Industrial awards 

 Superannuation 
guarantee 

 Industrial relations 

 Enterprise agreements 

 Australian Workplace 
Agreements 

 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

Change in the workplace: 

 The impact of 
technological change on 
work patterns 

 Redundancy and 
retraining 

 

The role of 
courts 

Industrial relations: 

 Breakdown in 
negotiations 

 Process of settling 
industrial disputes 

 

Discrimination in the 
workplace: 

 Legislation aimed at 
combating racism, 
sexism, physical and 
age discrimination 

 Equal opportunity 

 Equal pay for equal 
work 

Termination of 
employment: 

 Redundancy 
agreements and 
retirement schemes 

 Remedies of 
individual 
employees against 
wrongful dismissal 

 Dismissal 
 

The contract of employment: 

 Vicarious liability of employers 

 Remedies of employers against 
employees in breach of contract 

 

Safety in the workplace 

 The meaning of safety in the workplace 

 Common law duty of care 

 Statutory duties of employers and employees 

 WorkCover 

 Workplace injuries and diseases 

 rehabilitation 
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Focus Study 6: World order 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS STUDY: 
WORLD ORDER 

Key legal 
concepts and 

features of the 
legal system 

The main ways of working for 
world order: 

 World government 

 World/regional federation 

 Peace enforcement and 
peacekeeping 

 Humanitarian intervention 

 Regulation of the conduct of 
hostilities 

 

Ethics, 
effectiveness and 

law reform 

Law reform 

 Agencies of reform 

 The conditions that 
give rise to the need 
for reform 
 

 

Morality, ethics and 
commitment to the law: 

 The extent to which law 
reflects moral and ethical 
standards 

 Commitment to the law: 
The issue and compliance 
and non-compliance 

Effectiveness of the 
law: 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for individuals 

 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of law 
in achieving justice 
for society 

 

The need for world order: 

 Forms of conflict 

 Expansionism 

 Growth of interest in limiting 
war 

 Interdependence 

 impact of conflict on 
indigenous peoples and local 
communities 

 

Implementation of 
international agreements: 

 Roles of national 
governments 

 State sovereignty 

Legal issues and 
remedies 

The scope for achieving world order: 

 The media 

 Force 

 International instruments (declarations 
and treaties) 

 International customary law (also 
known as customary international law) 

 Regional intergovernmental 
organisations 

 The United Nations 

 Non-governmental organisations (eg. 
Red Cross/ Red Crescent) 

 

The role of international 
tribunals: 

 The International Court 
of Justice 

 Other international 
tribunals 

 

The role of Australia’s 
federal structure 
 

Non-legal remedies: 

 Force 

 Political negotiation 

 Persuasion 
 
 


