The Court Structure

A hierarchy of courts has been developed to deal with different crimes both minor
(summary) offences and serious (indictable) offences

Cases heard in lower courts may be appealed on a question of law. The appeal will send
the case to the next level in the court hierarchy

Different courts have their own unique procedures and jurisdiction (extend of power and

authority)

The High Court

Highest court in Australia in
terms of appeal

Controls matters dealing with
the constitution

Hard to get to High Court (high
costs involved) and in most
cases leave is need to appeal)

T

Criminal Court of Appeal

(State)

Hears criminal cases which
have been appealed from a
state Supreme Court

T

Supreme Court

Chief Justice and supporting
judges, and often a jury

Often used for serious offences
and appeal cases

Original criminal offences are
heard by only one judge, and
may include a jury

T

District Court

Formed by District Court Act
1975

Controlled by a judge

Hears most criminal cases
except murder, crimes against
the state and kidnapping

May consist of a jury

T

The Appellate Division of
the DISTRICT COURT

Children’s Court

Hears all cases of under
18’s

Exceptions: murder or
manslaughter, serious
sexual offences

Cannot sentence juveniles
to normal person
Children’s Court Act 1987
Young Offenders Act 1997

Local Court

Run by a magistrate

Usually hears minor criminal
offences eg: larceny, vandalism
Often used for preliminary
hearings of indictable offences
Local Court Act 1982

The Drug Court

Coroners Court

e Magistrate
e Holds coronial inquires into

cases (generally serious) to
determine if there is a case
to be answered

e Has the power to place a

case before a higher court




